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Unrealistic “Equality” in Harrison Bergeron
Harrison Bergeron is a book about a dystopian America that is set in the year 2081. All people in this country are equal as the government has put measures in place to ensure that all people are equal and nobody is better than anyone. This has been made possible by the government bringing in handicaps that help to bring people who are above average to match the others. For example, Harrison himself has to walk round with 140kgs of weights tied around his neck because he is extremely athletic (Vonnegut. 927). His parents have their brains tampered with because they are perceived to be of high intelligence. Harrison is also considered to be above average looking, which again means that he has to constantly wear a mask. He is imprisoned but manages to escape and try to take over the government but he is killed by the handicap general. 
	The story is a good depiction of how a perfect world cannot exist. people may think that it is unfair that some people have qualities and characteristics that make them seem better than others, but from the story, even having people be equal is still not just or fair (Joodaki & Hamideh 70). This is especially because this equality seems to be punishing people or the qualities they possess that are not their fault. In a way then, they are not equal because they cannot live a free life like people who are considered average and below. They get to walk around with weights and masks while the others live their lives freely. 
In a way this also fails to bring equality because these things are only being done to above average people (Vonnegut. 927). This therefore means that if one is seen walking around in a mask, it is automatically known that they are good looking. It would not be difficult for the population again to be divided along the lines of those with handicaps and those without, with the former still having an upper hand like the situation is in the present day. The better way would probably have been to have all people wear. masks so that they would all be equal since one would not be able to tell who is good looking and who is not. 
The narrative also displays the inability of the government to make decisions that can have positive outcomes. The solution applied in this scenario is unrealistic and fails to solve the real issue. An ideal society is where all people feel comfortable and not where all people are equal. This solution still divides the population the better way of handling this would probably be to teach people and promote methods through which all people would be able to take pride in who they are and accept one another for who they are (Joodaki & Hamideh 72). Things such as looks and physical ability should not be so important that the government finds the need to intervene. Instead, the government could promote ways through which each person is able to identify whatever makes them stand out among other people. One may be perceived to be ugly but may have exceptional talents that can be tapped for the benefit of the entire nation. 
The ineffectiveness of this method comes out through Harrison. H is taken way simply m because of his physical appearance. He is so disgruntled that after escaping from prison he attempts to overthrow the government. He may have desired to do so because he wants things to go back to normal where he can walk around free and not with a 140-pound weight bringing him down. This therefore shows that there is a percentage of the population that is not happy with the way that the government has chosen to handle issues. 
The new method of grouping is also evident in Harrison and the ballerina. Despite the fact that they are both in masks, they are still able to fall in love with one another (Joodaki & Hamideh 70). This therefore means that despite being put in masks, good looking people are still able to identify each other. It is easy because seeing someone in a mask is a definite confirmation of their looks as is one with weights on their necks. This then still takes away the chance for people to get to know one another beyond their physical appearance. 
The importance of television is also seen in the story. Most of the story takes place while the Bergeron are watching television. It seems to serve the purpose of terrorizing, ruling and sedating the masses, mostly by the government. The author ensures that he uses and mentions the television several times in the story (Vonnegut 927). The entire story takes place in front of a television that Hazel and George Bergeron ae watching. It often acts a sedative n the story. This is brought out when Hazel begins to cry but gets distracted so much by the television that she forgets what she was crying about and is not able to tell her husband, yet it is her son that has died. That is important information that should not be forgotten so easily. 
When Harrison goes missing from the prison he had been taken to, the government resorts to making the announcement on television. During the announcement, a full size picture of Harrison is shown. While this may seem purely as a way of announcing someone that needs to be found, it can also be a form of intimidation by the government. This is seen in the photo that the government posts a picture that shows Harrison mutilated and no longer as good looking as he usually is (Vonnegut 927).  It can also be seen as a way of the government using the television to enforce the laws such as when it issues a warming against people who may want to be like Harrison and run away. The incident where the handicapping general shoots Harrison and the ballerina is also shown on television. It is a form of intimidation by the government to show that it does not spare those that go against the rules and try to overthrow the government or disobey the law. 
In totality, the book brings out the fact that equality, while seeming ideal in thought, is not workable when it comes down to the execution, unless it is done correctly. The correct way to execute it would be to find ways through which people can be equal without some people having to be brought down or their rights taken away from them, since in a way, this still does not make people equal, as some parties will be happier than others. The tragedy that happens at the end of the books is a clear picture of how government intentions fail when they are not done in the proper manner. In a way the story tries to show that there is a difference between equality and ‘sameness’ and how important it is for one to be able to tell the difference since one will lead to disaster while the other if properly utilized, is bound to bring about the kind of lifestyle that had been intended for the country. 
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